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R 222240 Z MAR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2416 
USMISSION USUN 
INFO AMEMBASSY QUITO 

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 1088 

E. O. 11 652 - N/ A 
TAGS: ECLA, SM 

SUBJECT: ECLA' S 25 TH ANNIVERSARY MEETING 

FOR ECLA 

REF: STATE 048919 

1. GOES DELEGATION TO ECLA MEETING WILL BE LED BY 
ECONOMIC MINISTER SALVADOR SANCHEZ AGUILLON; HE EXPECTS TO 
LEAVE QUITO THE 26 TH AND LEAVE HIS SUB- SECRETARY FOR 
INTEGRATION AND FOREIGN COMMERCE, CARLOS VALENCIA, IN CHARGE. 
TWO DELEGATION MEMBERS ARE ALREADY IN QUITO AT THE TECHNICAL 
LEVEL TALKS: CENTRAL RESERVE BANK OFFICIALS MANUEL ANTONIO 
ROBLES AND JOSE LEON ORELLANA, BOTH CAPABLE ECONOMISTS. 

LEAVING WITH ECONMIN OFFICIALS ON THE 22 ND WILL BE SALVADORAN 
ARMY OFFICIALS MAJ HECTOR FERMIN AGUILA AND CAPT JOSE GALILEO 
TORRES; BOTH ARE TRAINED IN ECONOMICS. 

2. PRESS ATTENTION TO THE MEETING HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE. 

SANCHEZ AGUILLON ANNOUNCED THAT THE CENTRAL AMERICANS WOULD BE 
UNIFIED IN THEIR POSITIONS AND WOULD AGAIN SEEK FROM THE DC' S 
ELIMINATION OF TARIFF DUTIES AND NTB’ S AFFECTING THEIR 
POTENTIAL EXPORTS. HE WILL ALSO SEEK ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL 
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PAGE 02 SAN SA 01088 222305 Z 

ASSISTANCE AND RECOGNITION OF PREFERENCE TO LESSER DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES. 

3. CONCERNING PREPARATIONS FOR QUITO, ECONMIN' S VALENCIA 
TOLD EMBOFF THAT THE UN DOCUMENTS HAD ARRIVED MARCH 20, 
MAKING IT VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO BE CONVERSANT WITH THE 
MANY ISSUES, ESPECIALLY THE DEVELOPMENT DECADE. A QUITO 
DATELINED ECLA STATEMENT WHICH PUTS EL SALVADOR’ S 1972 
GROWTH AT 4.5 PERCENT AND FOURTH FROM THE BOTTOM IN LA 
HAD BEEN CARRIED IN LOCAL PAPERS AND HAS DRAWN EDITORIAL 
COMMENT. COMMENT: 4.5 PERCENT. EITHER IN CURRENT OR CONSTANT 
PRICES, DIFFERS FROM LATEST GOES ESTIMATES OF 6.2 CURRENT 
AND 3.6 IN 1962 PRICES. 

CATTO 
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